TOWN OF NORTH BRENTWOOD

ORDINANCE 2015-01

Introduced by: Councilperson Markel Day

Second by: _Councilperson Martha Cuffie

Date of Introduction: _April 06, 2015

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF NORTH BRENTWOOD,
MARYLAND AMENDING CHAPTER VI (BUILDINGS AND ENVIRONMENTAL
REGULATIONS} OF THE NORTH BRENTWOOD TOWN CODE, BY PROVIDING
FOR THE REGISTRATION OF VACANT BUILDINGS AND OTHER
REQUIREMENTS OF VACANT STRUCTURE OR BUILDING OWNERS INCLUDING
BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE PAYMENT OF CERTAIN FEES; BY FURTHER
REQUIRING BUILDING BOARDING (SEALING) PERMITS WITH A SHOWING OF
GGOD CAUSE, AND PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS THERETO, AND BY
ESTABLISHING CERTAIN STANDARDS PERTAINING THERETQO; AND BY
FURTHER PROVIDING FOR THE REGISTRATION OF VACANT LOTS AND
OTHER REQUIREMENTS PERTAINING THERETO; AND PROVIDING FOR THE
PAYMENT OF CERTAIN FEES WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS; AND, PROVIDING
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS OF CERTAIN DECISIONS OF THE MAYOR OR
DESIGNEE PURSUANT TO THIS ORDINANCE, AND ESTABLISHING CERTAIN
PENALTIES BY MUNICIPAL INFRACTION FOR VIOLATIONS OF SAID
ORDINANCE, AND BY DECLARING CERTAIN COSTS AND PENALTIES TO BE A
LIEN ON THE PROPERTY COLLECTIBLE IN THE SAME MANNER AS REAL
ESTATE TAXES; AND, GENERALLY RELATING TO BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES,
AND LOTS.

WHEREAS, The Town of North Brentwood 1s an incorporated municipality governed
pursuant to Article XI-E of the Constitution of Maryland; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to LG Art., § 5-202 of said State Code, the Town Council has the
authority to pass such ordinances as it deems necessary to assure the good government of the
municipality, to protect and preserve the municipality’s rights, to secure persons and property
from danger and destruction, and to promote the health, comfort and convenience of the citizens
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of the municipality; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to LG Art., § 5-205(d)(1) of the Annotated Code of Maryland, the
legislative body of the Town may establish and collect reasonable fees and charges for
franchises, licenses, or permits granted by the municipality; or, associated with the exercise of a
governmental or proprietary function exercised by a municipality; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to LG Art., § 5-205(d)(2) of said State Code, the legislative body
of the Town is further empowered to pass ordinances to provide that any valid charge made
against any real property within the municipality shall be considered liens upon such property to
be collected in the same manner as municipal taxes are collected; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that the security and improvement of property
values in areas that contain unsightly and ill-kept parcels, buildings or lots of vacant or
unoccupied land is reduced by their presence, and that vacant or unoccupied land may have a
blighting effect upon the local environment if such property is poorly maintained or may serve as
a harborage for nuisances, and may in some cases prove to be a burden otherwise harmful to the
health, safety and welfare of the adjacent population and the valuation of nearby properties; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council further finds that it is in the best interest of the Town to
ensure the health and safety of the general public while regulating certain vacant lots and vacant
buildings by mandating that such owners register or file the names and contact information of
responsible persons to serve as local agents and thereby more readily communicate with Town
officials regarding emergencies, code violations, vagrancy, irespassing, unsafe structures, public
safety matters, and other municipal concerns.

Section 1. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Mayor
and Council of the Town of North Brentwood that Chapter VI — Buildings and Environmental
Regulations of the General Ordinances of the Town of North Brentwood is hereby amended,
readopted or changed by adding and striking certain language as written herein below and said
chapter shall henceforth read as follows:

CHAPTER VI. BUILDINGS AND ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS

R

ARTICLE 4, VACANT BUILDINGS AND LOTS

TITLE 1. VACANT BUILDINGS

SECTION 6-4101. REGISTRATION OF VACANT BUILDINGS
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(A)) PURPOSE. THE COUNCIL FINDS THAT A BUILDING OR STRUCTURE THAT IS
VACANT HAS THE POTENTIAL OF PROMOTING NEGLECT, WASTE AND BLIGHT IF
NOT PROPERLY MAINTAINED BY THE OWNER, AND FURTHERMORE A BUILDING
OR PROPERTY SHOULD APPEAR TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT POSSIBLE AS IF IT IS
OCCUPIED DESPITE THE CONTRARY AND AVOID DETRACTING FROM ADJACENT
OR NEARBY PROPERTY VALUES OR OTHERWISE SHOULD NOT BECOME A
FINANCIAL BURDEN TO THE TOWN. THE PURPOSE OF THIS ORDINANCE IS TO
PROTECT THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND THE GENERAL WELFARE OF THE
CITIZENS OF THE TOWN OF NORTH BRENTWOOD AND TO ASSIST THE TOWN
GOVERNMENT IN MONITORING THE NUMBER OF VACANT BUILDINGS IN THE
TOWN, TO ASSESS THE EFFECTS OF THE CONDITION OF THOSE BUILDINGS ON
NEARBY RESIDENCES AND BUSINESSES, PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF FIRE
SAFETY HAZARDS AND UNLAWFUL, TEMPORARY OCCUPANCY BY TRANSIENTS
OR PERSONS THAT MAY BE ENGAGED IN CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES, AND TO
PROMOTE THE GENERAL APPEARANCE OF THE COMMUNITY AND
REHABILITATION OF SUCH VACANT BUILDINGS.

(B.) DEFINITIONS. A BUILDING OR STRUCTURE SHALL BE CONSIDERED VACANT
UNDER THIS SECTION WHENEVER THE BUILDING OR STRUCTURE REMAINS
UNOCCUPIED FOR A PERIOD OF SIXTY (60) DAYS OR WHENEVER SAID BUILDING,
STRUCTURE OR LAND THEREOF IS BOTH UNOCCUPIED FOR ANY PERIOD OF TIME
AND HAS BEEN CITED FOR ANY VIOLATION OF TOWN ORDINANCES. A BUILDING
OR STRUCTURE WITHIN THE SCOPE OF THIS SECTION SHALL MEAN A
COMMERCIAL BUILDING OR DWELLING UNIT INTENDED TO BE REGULARLY
OCCUPIED BY PEOPLE FOR WORK, RECREATION, BUSINESS OR HABITATION.

(C.) NOTICE. WHENEVER THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR OTHER
DESIGNATED OFFICIAL OF THE TOWN PROVIDES WRITTEN NOTICE TO THE
OWNER OF THE EXISTENCE OF A VACANT BUILDING OR DWELLING, THE OWNER
SHALL WITHIN TEN (10) DAYS OF SUCH NOTICE REGISTER SAID STRUCTURE
WITH THE MAYOR OR DESIGNEE. SHOULD A VIOLATION ALREADY EXIST
REGARDING THE PREMISES, SAID OFFICIAL SHALL SPECIFY IN THE NOTICE THE
EXISTENCE OF SUCH VIOLATION OR INFRACTION. THIS REGISTRATION AND
PAYMENT OF ANY FEE, AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION, MUST BE
RENEWED AT THE END OF A SIX (6) MONTH PERIOD OR SOONER SHOULD TITLE
BE CONVEYED TO A NEW OWNER AND SHOULD SAID STRUCTURE REMAIN A
VACANT BUILDING.

(D.) CITATION. SHOULD THE OWNER FAIL TO RESPOND TO SUCH NOTICE OF
VACANCY BY FILING A REGISTRATION STATEMENT AND PAYING THE
REGISTRATION FEE OR PROVIDING ANY OTHER INFORMATION OR PERFORMING
ANY TASK, DUTY OR OBLIGATION REQUIRED BY THIS SECTION INCLUDING
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SUBMISSION OF A VACANT BUILDING PLAN, THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
OR OTHER DESIGNATED TOWN OFFICTIAL MAY ISSUE A MUNICIPAL INFRACTION
CITATION TO THE OWNER PURSUANT TO CHAPTER X OF THIS NORTH
BRENTWOOD TOWN CODE AND SECTION 6-102 ET SEQ. OF THE LOCAL
GOVERNMENT ARTICLE OF THE MD. ANN. CODE. SHOULD AN OWNER FAIL TO
RENEW A VACANT BUILDING REGISTRATION, HE SHALL BE ISSUED A MUNICIPAL
INFRACTION CITATION FOR A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION.

(E.) OTHER GENERAL REQUIREMENTS OF VACANT BUILDING OWNERS. VACANT
BUILDING OWNERS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS:

(1) REGISTER AND MAINTAIN THEIR ABANDONED OR VACANT PROPERTIES IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THIS ORDINANCE AND ALL OTHER APPLICABLE
TOWN ORDINANCES AND ANY APPLICABLE STATE, WASHINGTON
SUBURBAN SANITARY COMMISSION AND COUNTY LAWS OR
REGULATIONS,

(2) IF THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY IS A BUSINESS ENTITY AND/OR
MORTGAGEE (LE. BANK), THE OWNER SHALL ARRANGE OR CONTRACT
WITH THE OWNER’S LOCAL AGENT AS DEFINED HEREIN TO PERFORM ANY
MONTHLY OR PERIODIC INSPECTIONS OF THE PROPERTY, IF SO REQUIRED,
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE APPLICABLE VACANT BUILDING PLAN,

(3) IMMEDIATELY INFORM THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR THE
MAYOR’S DESIGNEE OF ANY CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OR AN ACTION IN
FORECLOSURE STATUS REGARDING THE PROPERTY,

(4) ADHERENCE TO THIS ORDINANCE DOES NOT RELIEVE THE OWNER OF ANY
APPLICABLE OBLIGATIONS OR DUTIES SET FORTH WITHIN ANY
COVENANTS, CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS RECORDED IN THE LAND
RECORDS,

(5) MAINTAIN THEIR ABANDONED PROPERTY IN A SECURE MANNER SO AS
NOT TO BE ACCESSIBLE TO UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS,

(6) FILLING IN, CLOSING OR OTHERWISE SECURING ANY EXCAVATIONS,
SWIMMING POOLS OR OTHER HAZARDS ATTRACTIVE TO CHILDREN,

(7) REPAIRING AND SECURING BROKEN WINDOWS, DOORS, FENCES, GATES,
AND LIGHTS, AND

(8) COMPLYING WITH AND PERFORMING ANY OTHER REASONABLE
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REQUIREMENTS OR TASKS PLACED IN THE VACANT BUILDING PLAN TO
ACHIEVE THE PURPOSES AND REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ORDINANCE,

(F.) STATEMENT OF VACANT BUILDING PLAN. AT THE TIME THE BUILDING OR
STRUCTURE IS REGISTERED AS REQUIRED BY THIS SECTION, THE OWNER SHALL
SUBMIT TO THE TOWN CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR THE MAYOR A
STATEMENT OF PLAN. THE PLAN SHALL INCLUDE AT LEAST THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION:

(1) NAME, ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF THE OWNER,

(2) NAME, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF ANY LOCAIL AGENT, AS
THE MAYOR OR CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER PRESCRIBES AS DEFINED
IN § 6-4201 BELOW AND INCORPORATED HEREIN, SHALL BE FILED IN
WRITING WITH THE TOWN. THE LEGAL OWNER OF RECORD SHALL NOTIFY
THE MAYOR IN WRITING OF ANY CHANGES WITH RESPECT TO THE LOCAL
AGENT WITHIN FIFTEEN (15) DAYS OF SUCH CHANGES.

(3) NAME, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS OF ALL PERSONS HAVING
ANY OWNERSHIP INTEREST IN THE BUILDING OR PREMISES INCLUDING
ANY MORTGAGEES,

(4) THE COMMON STREET ADDRESS OF THE PROPERTY AND TAX
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER,

(5) DATE ON WHICH THE BUILDING OR STRUCTURE BECAME VACANT,

(6) THE LENGTH OF TIME THE OWNER EXPECTS THE BUILDING TO REMAIN
VACANT,

(7) A GRANT OF PERMISSION SIGNED BY THE OWNER OR HIS AGENT AND
PLAN OF ACCESS OF SUFFICIENT FREQUENCY TO ALLOW ENTRY TO THE
INTERIOR BY THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER, A SWORN POLICE
OFFICER OR OTHER TOWN OFFICIAL TO ENSURE THE PREMISES IS IN
GOOD REPAIR, STRUCTURALLY SOUND, SANITARY AND WEATHERPROOF,

(8) A VACANT BUILDING PLAN STATEMENT INCLUDING THE PROPOSED
REHABILITATION OR IMPROVEMENTS AND MAINTENANCE TO BE MADE
TO THE STRUCTURE SO AS TO MAKE THE STRUCTURE SAFE, SUITABLE
AND PRESENTABLE FOR ITS INTENDED USE AND A DESCRIPTION OF
WHAT WILL BE DONE TO SECURE THE STRUCTURE SO THAT IT WILL NOT
BECOME OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. SAID PLAN SHALL ALSO
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INCLUDE A SCHEDULE TO ADDRESS ANY EXISTING INFRACTIONS AND TO
REPAIR ANY DOORS, FENCES, WINDOWS OR OTHER OPENINGS WHICH ARE
BOARDED UP OR OTHERWISE SECURED BY ANY MEANS OTHER THAN
CONVENTIONAL METHODS USED IN THE DESIGN OF THE BUILDING OR
PERMITTED FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION,

(9) WHENEVER THE OWNER PROPOSES TO DEMOLISH THE VACANT
BUILDING, THE OWNER SHALL INCLUDE IN SAID PLAN A TIME SCHEDULE
FOR SUCH DEMOLITION AND OBTAIN THE NECESSARY PERMIT(S) AS
REQUIRED BY OTHER LAW, AND

(10) ANY OTHER INFORMATION, DUTY OR OBLIGATION DEEMED REASONABLE
AND NECESSARY BY THE MAYOR AS IS CONSISTENT WITH THIS
ORDINANCE.

(G.) REGISTRATION [EES. IF THE REGISTRATION IS FOR A BUILDING
DESIGNATED AS OTHER THAN A SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING IT SHALL BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A FILING FEE OF $500. IF THE BUILDING IS DESIGNATED AS A
SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING, IT SHALL BE ACCOMPANIED BY A FILING FEE OF
$250. SHOULD THE BUILDING OR STRUCTURE REMAIN IN COMPLIANCE WITH
TOWN ORDINANCES AND THE VACANT BUILDING PLAN AFTER THE INITIAL SIX
(6) MONTH TERM OF REGISTRATION, THE RENEWAL FEE SHALL BE REDUCED TO
50% OF THE INITIAL FEE. ANY FEES REQUIRED BY THIS SECTION MAY BE
MODIFIED FROM TIME TO TIME BY WRITTEN RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN
COUNCIL.

(fI.) FAILURE TO SUBMIT OR COMPLY WITH PLAN; ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.

(1) SHOULD THE OWNER FAIL TO SUBMIT A VACANT BUILDING PLAN OR
COMPLY HERETO IN A MANNER THAT IS ACCEPTABLE TO THE CODE
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR OTHER DESIGNEE AS REQUIRED BY THIS
ORDINANCE, SUCH OFFICIAL SHALL DEVELOP OR MODIFY THE PLAN AND
GIVE NOTICE OF THE PLAN TO THE VACANT BUILDING OWNER OR AGENT.

(2) THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR OTHER DESIGNEE MAY PLACE
CONDITIONS OR ADD PROVISIONS IN THE PLAN CONSISTENT WITH THIS
SECTION OR THAT MANDATE COMPLIANCE WITH CERTAIN TIMELINES TO
ADDRESS ANY OUTSTANDING VIOLATIONS OF TOWN ORDINANCES OR ANY
OTHER APPLICABLE COUNTY OR STATE LAW, OR REGULATION WHETHER
PREVIOUSLY CITED OR NOT.
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(3) IF THE OWNER OR AGENT OBJECTS TO THE PLAN MADE BY SAID CODE
ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL OR OTHER OFFICIAL, SUCH OWNER OR AGENT
SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT OF APPEAL TO THE MAYOR, A HEARING OFFICER OR
OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE BODY APPOINTED BY THE MAYOR FOR A FINAL
DETERMINATION OF THE MATTER. SUCH APPEAL SHALL BE IN WRITING,
ACCOMPANIED BY A $50 FEE AND PERSONALLY DELIVERED OR SENT BY
CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED, TO THE MAYOR WITHIN
FIFTEEN (15) CALENDAR DAYS OF THE DATE OF THE CODE ENFORCEMENT
OFFICER’S OR OTHER DESIGNEE’S NOTICE OF MODIFICATION OR APPROVAL.
IF NO APPEAL IS FILED IN A TIMELY MANNER, THE PLAN AS MODIFIED SHALL
CONSTITUTE THE APPROVED VACANT BUILDING PLAN.

4) FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE VACANT BUILDING PLAN SHALL
CONSTITUTE A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION AND SUBJECT THE OWNER TO A
MUNICIPAL INFRACTION CITATION AS PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION. IN THE
EVENT THAT THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR OTHER OFFFICAL SHALL
DEEM IT FIT TO LATER MODIFY THE PLAN DUE TO INITIALLY UNFORESEEN
CIRCUMSTANCES THAT HAVE BECOME EVIDENT OVER TIME, THE PLAN MAY
BE FURTHER AMENDED AFTER NOTICE AND AN OPPORTUNITY FOR REVIEW
AS PROVIDED IN THIS SUBSECTION.

(1) INSPECTIONS. IN CASES WHERE THE VACANT BUILDING PLAN DOES NOT
EXPRESSLY GRANT PERMISSION TO CONDUCT AN INTERIOR INSPECTION OR IN
THE ABSENCE OF AN ACTUAL EMERGENCY THAT WOULD PERMIT A
WARRANTLESS SEARCH, THE OWNER OF A VACANT BUILDING SHALL PERMIT
INSPECTION OF THE PREMISES BY THE MAYOR, CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER, A
SWORN POLICE OFFICER AND/OR FIRE OFFICIALS TO ALLOW SUCH OFFICIALS TO
ASCERTAIN WHETHER THE BUILDING WILL SUPPORT ENTRY BY POLICE AND
FIRE PERSONNEL IN CASES OF FUTURE EMERGENCY. SHOULD A REGISTERED
OWNER DENY A REQUEST FOR ACCESS TO A VACANT BUILDING, THE DENIAL
SHALL CONSTITUTE REVOCATION OF ANY APPLICABLE REGISTRATION AND THE
OWNER SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A MUNICIPAL INFRACTION CITATION AS
PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION.

(l.)  PLACARDING. THE OWNER OR AGENT OF THE REGISTERED VACANT
BUILDING SHALL PLACE A TOWN PROVIDED IDENTIFICATION PLACARD ON THE
BUILDING’S EXTERIOR AS DIRECTED BY THE MAYOR SO AS TO BE CLEARLY
VISIBLE FROM THE FRONT DOOR AREA OF THE BUILDING. SUCH
IDENTIFICATION PLACARD SHALL BE KEPT IN READABLE CONDITION BY THE
OWNER OR AGENT, AND SHALIL PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
OWNER’S NAME, LOCAL AGENT’S NAME, IF ANY, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER,
EXPIRATION DATE OF REGISTRATION.
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(K.) OTHER ENFORCEMENT. THE REGISTRATION OF A VACANT BUILDING OR
STRUCTURE SHALL NOT PRECLUDE ACTION BY THE TOWN TO FORCE
ABATEMENT, REPAIR OR MAINTENANCE OF ANY BUILDING OR STRUCTURE, OR
TO INITIATE CONDEMNATION AND DEMOLITION OF THE BUILDING OR
STRUCTURE PURSUANT TO OTHER TOWN ORDINANCES OR OTHER LAW. THE
COST OF THESE ACTIONS SHALL BE PAID FOR BY THE OWNER. THE TOWN SHALL
SEND THE OWNER A BILL FOR THE COSTS OF SUCH WORK BY CERTIFIED MAIL,
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED, AND BY REGULAR MAIL TO THE QWNER’S LAST
KNOWN ADDRESS OR BY ANY OTHER MEANS REASONABLY CALCULATED TO
BRING THE BILL TO THE OWNER’S ATTENTION. SHOULD THE OWNER FAIL TO
PAY THE BILL WITHIN ONE (1) MONTH AFTER IT IS PRESENTED OR MAILED, THE
COST SHALL BE CONSIDERED A LIEN AGAINST THE PROPERTY AND MAY BE
COLLECTED IN THE SAME MANNER AS REAL PROPERTY TAXES. NOTHING IN
THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIMIT THE TOWN FROM SEEKING ANY
OTHER LEGAL DAMAGES OR EQUITABLE AND DECLARATORY RELIEF TO
ENFORCE THIS ORDINANCE CODE IN A COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION IN
THIS STATE.

6-4102. BOARDING (SEALING) PERMITS

(A.) PERMIT REQUIRED. NO PERSON, FIRM, ASSOCIATION, COMPANY OR
CORPORATION SHALL ERECT, INSTALL, PLACE, OR MAINTAIN BOARDS, OR
PLYWOOD OVER THE DOORS, WINDOWS, OR OTHER OPENINGS OF ANY BUILDING
OR STRUCTURE OR OTHERWISE SECURE SUCH OPENINGS BY ANY MEANS OTHER
THAN THE CONVENTIONAL METHOD USED IN THE ORIGINAL CONSTRUCTION
AND DESIGN OF THE BUILDING OR STRUCTURE WITHOUT FIRST OBTAINING A
BOARDING PERMIT FROM THE TOWN.

(B.) SHOWING GOOD CAUSE FOR PERMIT REQUIRED.

(1) THE COUNCIL FINDS THAT THE PREFERRED METHOD OF SECURING A
BUILDING IS FROM THE INTERIOR OR IN A MANNER THAT DOES NOT READILY
APPEAR FROM A PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY THAT THE BUILDING OR STRUCTURE
IS VACANT OR ABANDONED.

(2) A BOARDING PERMIT OR RENEWED BOARDING PERMIT MAY NOT BE
GRANTED OR RENEWED FOR ANY PERIOD EXCEPT UPON DEMONSTRATION
THAT “GOOD CAUSE” FOR THE APPROVAL EXISTS. “GOOD CAUSE” SHALL
REQUIRE A SHOWING BY THE OWNER OR AGENT THAT THE PERMIT IS MADE
NECESSARY BY CONDITIONS OR EVENTS BEYOND THE OWNER’S CONTROL,
SUCH AS INABILITY TO OBTAIN FINANCING FOR REPAIR OR REHABILITATION,
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INABILITY TO LOCATE A SUITABLE BUYER, UNANTICIPATED DELAYS IN
CONSTRUCTION, REHABILITATION, OR DEMOLITION, OR UNANTICIPATED
DAMAGE TO THE PROPERTY. IN ADDITION, WHERE APPROPRIATE, “GOOD
CAUSE” SHALL ALSO REQUIRE A SHOWING BY THE OWNER THAT THE OWNER
HAS EXERCISED REASONABLE AND DUE DILIGENCE IN ATTEMPTING TO
COMPLETE THE NEEDED REPAIR, REHABILITATION OR DEMOLITION OR IS
ATTEMPTING TO SELL THE PROPERTY.

(3) IN THE EVENT THAT THE MAYOR OR CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
DETERMINES THAT THERE EXISTS GOOD CAUSE TO ISSUE OR RENEW THE
PERMIT AND THAT ALL OTHER CONDITIONS IN THIS SECTION ARE MET, THE
PERMIT MAY BE ISSUED FOR A PERIOD OF UP TO, BUT NOT MORE THAN, SIX
(6) MONTHS SUBJECT TO RENEWAL.

(C.) EXCEPTIONS.

(1) A BOARDING PERMIT SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED IN CIRCUMSTANCES
INVOLVING TEMPORARY EMERGENCY SITUATIONS, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO DAMAGE CAUSED BY VANDALISM, FIRE, THEFT AND EXTREME
WEATHER OR HURRICANE PREPARATION. A TEMPORARY BOARDING THAT
EXCEEDS THIRTY (30) DAYS SHALL REQUIRE A BOARDING PERMIT.

{2) ANY PROPERTIES WITH EXTERIOR BOARDING OF WINDOWS AND DOORS
EXISTING ON THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE SHALL HAVE SiX (6)
MONTHS TO MAKE APPLICATION FOR A BOARDING PERMIT PURSUANT TO
THIS SECTION.

(D.) FEE. THE FEE FOR A BOARDING PERMIT SHAIL BE $200 FOR A SINGLE
FAMILY DWELLING AND $400 FOR ALL OTHER BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES
EXCEPT FOR SMALL STORAGE OR OTHER OUT BUILDINGS WHICH SHALL
REQUIRE A PERMIT BUT NO FEE. THE RENEWAL FEE SHALL BE $100 FOR A
SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING AND $200 FOR ALI. OTHER APPLICABLE BUILDINGS.
ANY FEES REQUIRED BY THIS SECTION MAY BE MODIFIED FROM TIME TO TIME
BY WRITTEN RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL.

(E.) TERM. THE BOARDING PERMIT ISSUED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION SHALL
AUTHORIZE THE BOARDING OR OTHER SECURING OF A BUILDING OR
STRUCTURE FOR AN INITIAL PERIOD OF SIX (6) MONTHS. IF THE STRUCTURE OR
BUILDING REMAINS BOARDED AT THE END OF EACH SUCH SIX (6) MONTH
PERIOD, THE BOARDING PERMIT MAY BE RENEWED UPON SUBMISSION OF A
WRITTEN APPLICATION BY THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY, THE AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE, AGENT OR CONTRACTOR WITH THE SUBMISSION OF THE
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APPLICATION AND PAYMENT OF THE FEE OCCURRING NO LATER THAN SEVEN
(7) DAYS BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE ORIGINAL OR PRECEDING PERMIT.
SHOULD THE PERMIT EXPIRE WITHOUT A TIMELY RENEWAL, THE OWNER SHALL
OBTAIN A NEW PERMIT AND PAY THE FULL INITIAL YEE.

(F.) STANDARDS. WINDOWS AND EXTERIOR DOORS SHALL BE BOARDED WITH
EXTERIOR GRADE PLYWOOD OF A MINIMUM THICKNESS OF FIVE-EIGHTHS (5/8)
INCH. A MINIMUM OF TWO (2) CROSS MEMBERS SHALL BE USED ON EACH
WINDOW OR DOOR. ALL BOARDED OPENINGS SHALL BE PAINTED WITH A
MINIMUM OF ONE COAT OF EXTERIOR PAINT, WHICH COLOR SHALL BE
COMPATIBLE WITH THE EXTERIOR COLOR OF THE BUILDING OR STRUCTURE.
THE INTERIOR OF THE BUILDING SHALL BE CLEANED OF ALL TRASH, JUNK,
GARBAGE, DEBRIS, AND ALL PERSONAL POSSESSIONS SHALL BE REMOVED, 50
AS TO ELIMINATE ANY FIRE OR HEALTH HAZARD AND PREVENT HINDRANCE TO
FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT OR TO PERSONNEL IN THE EVENT OF FIRE.

(G.) BOARDING WITHOUT A PERMIT OR CONTRARY TO A VALID PERMIT. II' A
BUILDING OR STRUCTURE IS BOARDED UP OR SEALED WITHOUT OBTAINING A
PERMIT, OR IN CONFLICT WITH A VALID PERMIT AND THE STANDARDS
CONTAINED HEREIN, THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR OTHER DESIGNEE
SHALL NOTIFY THE OWNER IN WRITING TO EITHER OBTAIN A PROPER PERMIT,
TAKE CORRECTIVE ACTION OR TO REMOVE THE SEALING MATERIAL WITHIN
TEN (10) CALENDAR DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SUCH NOTICE AND UPON
FAILURE TO CORRECTLY INSTALL OR REMOVE THE BOARDING OR SEALING
WITHIN THE SPECIFIED TIME, THE TOWN SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO CORRECT
OR REMOVE ALL ILLEGAL BOARDS AND SEALING MATERIAL FROM ALL
OPENINGS VISIBLE FROM ANY PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AND TO REMOVE OR
ABATE UNSANITARY OR FLAMMABLE WASTE MATERIALS AND TO DO SUCH
EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE AS IS NECESSARY TO BRING THE PROPERTY INTO
COMPLIANCE. THE COSTS OF THESE ACTIONS SHALL BE PAID FOR BY THE
OWNER. THE TOWN SHALL SEND THE OWNER A BILL FOR THE COSTS OF SUCH
WORK BY CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED, AND BY REGULAR
MAIL TO THE OWNER’S LAST KNOWN ADDRESS OR BY ANY OTHER MEANS
REASONABLY CALCULATED TO BRING THE BILL TO THE OWNER’S ATTENTION.
SHOULD THE OWNER FAIL TO PAY THE BILL WITHIN ONE (1) MONTH AFTER IT IS
PRESENTED OR MAILED, THE COSTS SHALL BE CONSIDERED A LIEN AGAINST
THE PROPERTY AND MAY BE COLLECTED IN THE SAME MANNER AS REAL
PROPERTY TAXES.

(H.) ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW. IF THE OWNER OR AGENT OBJECTS TO THE
DETERMINATION OR DECISION MADE BY THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR
OTHER DESIGNEE, SUCH OWNER OR AGENT SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT OF APPEAL
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TO THE MAYOR, A HEARING OFFICER OR OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE BODY
APPOINTED BY THE MAYOR FOR A FINAL DETERMINATION. SUCH APPEAL
SHALL BE IN WRITING, ACCOMPANIED BY A $50 FEE AND PERSONALLY
DELIVERED OR SENT BY CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED, TO THE
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER WITHIN FIFTEEN (15) CALENDAR DAYS OF THE
DATE OF THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S NOTICE OF DENIAL. IF NO
APPEAL IS FILED IN A TIMELY MANNER, THE PERMIT WITH ANY REQUIRED
CONDITIONS ESTABLISHED BY THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL OR
DESIGNEE SHALL CONSTITUTE THE APPROVED PERMIT.

(1.) OTHER RELIEF. NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIMIT
THE TOWN FROM SEEKING ANY OTHER LEGAL DAMAGES OR DECLARATORY
AND EQUITABLE RELIEF PERMITTED BY LAW TO ENFORCE THIS ORDINANCE IN A
COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION IN THIS STATE.

TITLE 2. YACANT 1L.OTS

SECTION 6-4201. REGISTRATION OF VACANT LOTS

(A.) DEFINITIONS.

(1) LOCAL AGENT MEANS A NATURAL PERSON OVER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN
(18) AND A RESIDENT OF THIS STATE DESIGNATED BY THE OWNER OF
RECORD AND CONSENTING TO SERVE AS AN AGENT OR REPRESENTATIVE OF
THE OWNER REGARDING A VACANT OR UNOCCUPIED LOT REQUIRED TO BE
REGISTERED PURSUANT TO THIS ORDINANCE.

(2) LOT MEANS AN AREA OF LAND DESIGNATED AS A SEPARATE PARCEL OR
UNIT OF LAND ON A LEGALLY RECORDED SUBDIVISION PLAT OR DEED FILED
AMONG THE LAND RECORDS OF PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY AND ASSIGNED A
PROPERTY TAX ACCOUNT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER THAT IS ASSIGNED TO
ONE OR MORE SUCH UNITS OR PARCELS OF LAND.

(3) OWNER MEANS THE RECORD PROPERTY OWNER OF THE VACANT LOT OR
PROPERTY, BUT DOES NOT INCLUDE A GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY OR AN
INSTRUMENTALITY OR UNIT OF A GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY.

(4) RESIDENT AGENT MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL RESIDING IN THIS STATE OR A
MARYLAND CORPORATION OR LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY WHOSE NAME,
ADDRESS, AND DESIGNATION AS A RESIDENT AGENT ARE FILED OR
RECORDED WITH THE TOWN AND THE DEPARTMENT OF ASSESSMENTS AND
TAXATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS ORDINANCE AND THE PROVISIONS OF
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THE CORPORATIONS AND ASSOCATION ARTICLE OF THE MD. ANN. CODE. IN
CASES WHERE A REGISTERED VACANT LOT OR OTHER PROPERTY IS OWNED
BY AN ENTITY HAVING A RESIDENT AGENT REGISTERED WITH THE STATE,
THE RESIDENT AGENT MAY ALSO SERVE AS THE LOCAL AGENT UNDER THIS
SECTION.

(5) VACANT LOT MEANS A LOT WITHOUT A BUILDING OR OTHER VALID AND
APPROVED IMPROVEMENT WHICH HAS AN ASSESSED VALUE FOR TAXATION
PURPOSES AS DETERMINED BY THE STATE OF MARYLAND, DEPARTMENT OF
ASSESSMENTS AND TAXATION,

(B.) REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

(1) OWNER TO REGISTER ANNUALLY. BY JULY 1 OF EACH YEAR, BEGINNING
JULY 1, 2015, EACH OWNER OF A VACANT LOT SHALL FILE A VACANT LOT
REGISTRATION STATEMENT WITH THE TOWN ON A FORM PROVIDED BY THE
MAYOR OR DESIGNEE.

(2) REGISTRATION FEE. TIHHE ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE IS $100.00 FOR EACH
VACANT LOT, PAYABLE AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION. ANY FEES
REQUIRED BY THIS SECTION MAY BE MODIFIED FROM TIME TO TIME BY
WRITTEN RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL.

(3) PURCHASER REQUIRED TG REGISTER UPON ACQUISITION. A NEW OWNER
OF A VACANT LOT MUST FILE A REGISTRATION STATEMENT WITHIN 30 DAYS
OF THE ACQUISITION AND PAY THE ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE, UNLESS
THAT FEE WAS ALREADY PAID BY THE PRIOR OWNER.

(C.) INFORMATION REQUIRED WITH REGISTRATION.

(1) A DESCRIPTION OF THE VACANT LOT BY STREET ADDRESS, PROPERTY
TAX ACCOUNT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER, AND ANY OTHER INFORMATION
REQUIRED IN ORDER TO ACCURATELY IDENTIFY THE VACANT L.OT;

(2) THE NAME, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF THE PROPERTY
OWNER OF RECORD, AND IN ADDITION, IF THE OWNER IS NOT A RESIDENT OF
THE STATE OF MARYLAND, OR IS A CORPORATION, LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY, LIMITED LIABILITY PARTNERSHIP, LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, OR
OTHER BUSINESS ENTITY, THE NAME, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBER
OF THE LOCAL AGENT OR THE RESIDENT AGENT ALSO SERVING AS THE
LOCAL AGENT, AND, IF THE OWNER IS A PARTNERSHIP OR OTHER ENTITY
NOT HAVING A RESIDENT AGENT, THE NAME, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE
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NUMBER OF ALL PARTNERS, OWNERS OR OFFICERS OF THE OWNER AND THE
AUTHORIZED AGENT OF THE OWNER;

(3) THE NAME, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF THE OWNER’S
AUTHORIZED PROPERTY MANAGEMENT AGENT IF SUCH AN AGENT HAS BEEN
DESIGNATED BY THE OWNER;

(4) FILING OF THE LOCAL AGENT'S NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION. THE
NAME, ADDRESS AND OTHER CONTACT INFORMATION (LE., TELEPHONE
NUMBER AND/OR EMAIL ADDRESS) AS THE MAYOR PRESCRIBES OF THE
LOCAL AGENT SHALL BE FILED IN WRITING WITH THE TOWN CLERK-
TREASURER OR OTHER DESIGNEE UPON FILING A REGISTRATION STATEMENT
AS REQUIRED HEREIN OR FROM TIME TO TIME. THE LEGAIL OWNER OF
RECORD SHALL NOTIFY THE TOWN CLERK, OR TREASURER IN WRITING OF
ANY CHANGES WITH RESPECT TO THE LOCAL AGENT WITHIN FIFTEEN (15)
DAYS OF SUCH CHANGES.

(5) A POST OFFICE BOX DOES NOT SUFFICE AS AN ADDRESS FOR THE
PURPOSES OF THE REGISTRATION STATEMENT; AND

(6) THE MAYOR OR HIS/HER DESIGNEE SHALL BE NOTIFIED WITHIN FIFTEEN
(15) DAYS OF ANY CHANGE IN THE AGENT DESIGNATED BY THE OWNER OR
ANY CHANGE IN THE ADDRESS OF THE OWNER OR AGENT.

(D.) EXCEPTION TO VACANT LOT REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT. NO
REGISTRATION OF A VACANT LOT IS REQUIRED IN THE FOLLOWING
CIRCUMSTANCES:

(1) THE VACANT LOT IS ZONED AS RESIDENTIAL AND THE OWNER OCCUPIES
A RESIDENCE ON A LOT CONTIGUOUS TO THE VACANT LOT;

(2) THE VACANT LOT IS CONTIGUOUS TO A LOT WITH AN OCCUPIED BUILDING
AND BOTH LOTS ARE UNDER COMMON OWNERSHIP; OR

(3) THE VACANT LOT IS BEING UTILIZED AS A PARKING LOT IN COMPLIANCE
WITH THE COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE AND OTHER APPLICABLE LAWS.

(E.) OTHER ENFORCEMENT. THE REGISTRATION OF A VACANT LOT OR ABSENCE
THEREOF SHALL NOT PRECLUDE ACTION BY THE TOWN TO FORCE ABATEMENT,
MAINTENANCE OR REMOVAL OF A PUBLIC NUISANCE OR OTHER VIOLATION
FOUND ON ANY VACANT LOT PURSUANT TO ANY OTHER PROVISIONS OF TOWN
ORDINANCES OR OTHER LAW. THE TOWN SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMOVE
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LITTER, TRASH, NOXIOUS WEEDS, TALL GRASS, UNSANITARY OR FLAMMABLE
WASTE MATERIALS AND TO DO SUCH OTHER MAINTENANCE AS IS NECESSARY
TO BRING THE PROPERTY INTO COMPLIANCE WITH TOWN ORDINANCES. THE
COST OF THESE ACTIONS SHALL BE PAID FOR BY THE OWNER. THE TOWN SHALL
SEND THE OWNER A BILL FOR THE COSTS OF SUCH WORK BY CERTIFIED MAIL,
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED, AND BY REGULAR MAIL TO THE OWNER’S LAST
KNOWN ADDRESS OR BY ANY OTHER MEANS REASONABLY CALCULATED TO
BRING THE BILL TO THE OWNER’S ATTENTION. SHOULD THE OWNER FAIL TO
PAY THE BILL WITHIN ONE (1) MONTH AFTER IT IS PRESENTED OR MAILED, THE
COSTS SHALL BE CONSIDERED A LIEN AGAINST THE PROPERTY AND MAY BE
COLLECTED IN THE SAME MANNER AS REAL PROPERTY TAXES. NOTHING IN
THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIMIT THE TOWN FROM SEEKING ANY
OTHER LEGAL DAMAGES OR EQUITABLE AND DECLARATORY RELIEF
PERMITTED BY LAW TO ENFORCE THIS ORDINANCE CODE IN A COURT OF
COMPETENT JURISDICTION IN THIS STATE.

TITLE 3. APPEALS

SECTION 6-4301. ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

(A.)) IF A VACANT BUILDING PLAN OR BOARDING PERMIT IS APPEALED OR
CONTESTED, THE MAYOR OR DESIGNEE SHALL SPECIFY A TIME AND PLACE FOR
AN ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING ON A VACANT BUILDING PLAN OR BOARDING
PERMIT AND SHALL ADVISE THE OWNER, IN WRITING, OF THE TIME AND PLACE
OF THE HEARING. EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE STATED IN THIS SECTION AND
NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS ORDINANCE CODE, THE
HEARING SHALL BE CONDUCTED IN AN INFORMAL MANNER.

(B.) ONLY APPEALS OF VACANT BUILDING PLANS AND BOARDING PERMIT
DENIALS RESULTING IN A FAILURE TO SHOW GOOD CAUSE OR CONDITIONAL
APPROVALS ARISING THEREFROM SHALL BE HEARD ON ADMINISTRATIVE
APPEAL. UNLESS A VACANT BUILDING PLAN OR BOARDING PERMIT ALSO
APPLIES TO THE PROPERTY IN QUESTION, THE MERE REGISTRATION OR FILING
THEREOF OF A VACANT LOT OR ANY OTHER CONTROVERSY OR ENFORCEMENT
MATTER ARISING FROM THIS ARTICLE SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO
ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL BUT SHALL BE CONSIDERED UNDER THE
JURISDICTION OF THE DISTRICT COURT OF MARYLAND FOR PRINCE GEORGE’S
COUNTY FOR ENFORCEMENT PURPOSES.

(C.) IN CONSIDERING THE APPROPRIATENESS OF A VACANT BUILDING PLAN OR
BOARDING PERMIT ON APPEAL, THE MAYOR OR DESIGNEE SERVING AS A
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HEARING OFFICER OR ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW BODY SHALL CONSIDER THE
FOLLOWING IN MAKING A FINAL ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION:

(I) THE PUBLIC INTEREST IN MINIMIZING THE PERIOD OF TIME A BUILDING
OR STRUCTURE IS VACANT, BOARDED UP, AND/OR HAS ANY DEFECTS
WHICH CONSTITUTE PUBLIC NUISANCES OR CODE VIOLATIONS,

(IDTHE EFFECT OF THE PROPOSED PLAN OR BOARDING OF THE SUBIECT
BUILDING ON ADJOINING PROPERTIES AND/OR THE NEIGHBORHOOD IN
WHICH THE BUILDING IS LOCATED,

(IIT)y THE LENGTH OF TIME THE BUILDING HAS BEEN VACANT,
(TV)y WHETHER GOOD CAUSE IS SHOWN PERTAINING TO A BOARDING PERMIT;

(VWHETHER THE PLAN OR GRANTING THE PERMIT AND ANY CONDITIONS
THERETO WILL MINIMIZE ANY ADVERSE EFFECTS ON ADJOINING
PROPERTY AND PROMOTE THE PURPOSES OF THIS ORDINANCE; AND

(VDWHETHER THERE IS ANY PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY OR UNNECESSARY
HARDSHIP, FINANCIAL OR OTHERWISE, TO THE OWNER CONNECTED
WITH THE PERFORMANCE ON ANY ACT OR DUTY REQUIRED BY THE PLAN
OR PERMIT.

(D.) AFTER THE HEARING, THE MAYOR OR DESIGNEE(S) SHALL RENDER A
DECISION IN WRITING ON THE OWNER’S OR AGENT’S APPEAL OF THE CODE
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S APPROVAL, MODIFICATIONS OR CONDITIONS
MADE TO THE PROPOSED VACANT BUILDING PLAN OR BOARDING PERMIT.
THE MAYOR OR DESIGNEES SERVING AS HEARING OFFICER(S) SHALL HAVE
THE RIGHT TO AMEND OR PLACE FURTHER CONDITIONS ON THE PERMIT OR
FASHION A REVISED VACANT BUILDING PLAN, OR TO APPROVE THE PLAN
SUBMITTED BY THE OWNER OR AGENT, OR OTHERWISE APPROVE OR MODIFY
FURTHER THE PLAN AS MODIFIED OR APPROVED BY THE CODE
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER. THE DECISION OF THE MAYOR OR DESIGNATED
HEARING OFFICER OR ADMINISTRATIVE BODY SHALL CONSTITUTE THE
FINALLY APPROVED VACANT BUILDING PLAN OR BOARDING PERMIT.

(E.) SHOULD THE MAYOR OR DESIGNEE(S) FAIL TO HOLD A HEARING WITHIN
ONE (1) MONTH OF THE DATE OF RECEIPT OF NOTICE OF APPEAL OR FAIL TO
MAKE WRITTEN FINDINGS OF FACT AND ISSUE A FINAL ORDER WITHIN ONE
(1) MONTH AFTER THE DATE OF THE HEARING, THE ORIGINAL NOTICE,
DECISION OR ORDER SHALL BE TREATED AS THE FINAL ORDER OF THE
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MAYOR OR DESIGNEE(S) FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS ARTICLE, PROVIDED
THAT, WITH THE WRITTEN CONSENT OR FAILURE TO AFFIRMATIVELY REPLY
OF THE OWNER OR AGENT WHO FILED THE NOTICE OF APPEAL, THE TIME
PERIOD FOR THE MAYOR OR DESIGNEE TO HOLD A HEARING OR MAKE
FINDINGS OF FACT AND ISSUE A FINAL ORDER MAY BE EXTENDED FOR UP TO
TWO (2) ADDITIONAL MONTHS.

(¥.) ANY APPLICANT REQUESTING APPROVAL OF A VACANT BUILDING PLAN
OR BOARDING PERMIT AGGRIEVED BY A FINAL ORDER OR DECISION OF THE
MAYOR OR DESIGNEE ISSUED UNDER THIS ARTICLE MAY FILE A PETITION
FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW WITH THE CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PRINCE
GEORGE’S COUNTY FOLLOWING THE PROCEDURES FOR AN APPEAL OF AN
AGENCY DECISION AS GOVERNED BY TITLE 7, CHAPTER 200 OF THE
MARYLAND RULES, AS AMENDED.

TITLE 4. ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 6-4401. PENALTIES: LIEN

(A.y MUNICIPAL INFRACTION. THE FAILURE OF AN OWNER OF A VACANT
BUILDING, STRUCTURE OR LOT TO FILE A REGISTRATION STATEMENT OR
APPLICATION WHEN IT IS DUE OR AS OTHERWISE REQUIRED BY THIS ARTICLE,
TO PAY THE REGISTRATION FEE, TO PROVIDE ALL INFORMATION REQUIRED
WITH REGISTRATION OR TO OTHERWISE OBSERVE THE DUTIES, CONDITIONS
AND REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE A MUNICIPAL INFRACTION
CARRYING A FINE OF $500. EACH ADDITIONAL THIRTY (30) DAYS THAT A
VIOLATION EXISTS SHALL BE DEEMED A SEPARATE VIOLATION SUBJECT TO AN
ADDITIONAL $500 FINE.

(B.)) LIEN ON REAL PROPERTY. ALL REGISTRATION FEES, WHEN OVERDUE, OR
ANY CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN BY THE TOWN PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE
OR BY COURT ORDER, AND ANY PENALTIES ASSESSED HERETO SHALL BE
CONSIDERED A LIEN IN FAVOR OF THE TOWN ON THE APPLICABLE PROPERTY
AND MAY BE COLLECTED AND ENFORCED IN THE SAME MANNER AS
DELINQUENT REAL PROPERTY TAXES.

W ok

Section 2: BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED, that by May 1, 2015, the
Town Clerk OR Treasurer in cooperation with the Code Enforcement Officer shall cause to be

prepared a list of all vacant lots subject to this Ordinance and required to be registered with the

CAPITALS : Indicate matter added to existing law

[Brackets] : Indicate matter deleted from existing law

Asterigks * * * : Indicate that text is retained from existing law but omitted herein.
Page 16 of 18

Town of North Brentwood Ordinance 20135-01




Town along with names and addresses of the owners of record as indicated on the tax rolls
maintained by the Department of Assessments and Taxation, and that said Town officials shall
send a notice and fair summary of this Ordinance along with a registration statement or form to
be completed and returned that complies with the requirements of this Ordinance to each
applicable lot owner by no later than June 1, 2015.

Section 3: BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED, that this Ordinance shall
become effective pursuant to the Charter upon the expiration of eleven (11) calendar days
following adoption by the Council and approval by the Mayor or passage by the whole Council
over the Mayor’s veto, having been initially passed by the required yea and nay vote of the
Council of the Town of North Brentwood having at least two (2) council members present and
voting.

Section 4: BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED, that the provisions of
this Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, and the sections of this
Ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such intention.

ADOPTED this 20th.day of April, 2015.

Absent:0
Abstain:o

Approved: Yes

TOWN OF NORTH BRENTWOOD
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BY: )p choad i~

Petrella Robinson, Mayor

Date: Sl/ 9{/)/ Q'O /j/

ATTEST: (ol aap:

I HEREBY CERTIFY that this Ordinance was posted on an official bulletin board
maintained by the Council in a public place until it was approved or disapproved pursuant to Art.
IV the Town Charter.

Date: _ April 20, 2015
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